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Special edition 
benefi ts PACT programs

T oday’s edition of the 
Tribune-Herald is ded-
icated to Keiki Day.

What’s Keiki Day?
The annual charity event, now 

in its fourth year on Hawaii Island, 
benefits family service agency 
Parents and Children Together. 
PACT assists more than 18,000 
parents, children and families 
each year, serving around 400 
Big Island keiki in its Head Start 
and Early Head Start programs.

Founded on Oahu in 1968, the 
private nonprofit organization 
now has 18 programs statewide, 
focusing on early childhood edu-
cation, domestic violence preven-
tion and treatment, child abuse 
prevention and treatment, mental 

health support and economic and 
community development.

To help raise money for PACT, 
more than 1,500 community vol-
unteers around the state are hit-
ting the street to sell Keiki Day 
editions of West Hawaii Today, 
the Tribune-Herald, the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser and the Garden 
Island newspaper on Kauai.

Each special edition costs 
$1. All proceeds benefit 
PACT — celebrating its 50th 
year — and its programs.

PACT receives funding from 
state and federal resources as well 
as private grants and donations, 
but Keiki Day is the organization’s 
largest fundraising opportunity 
of the year. Funds from today’s 

event will help PACT continue 
to provide its many services and 
fill the gaps created by cuts to 
other social service programs.

Copies of the Keiki Day edi-
tion also go to all public and pri-
vate schools on the Big Island, 
thanks to the generosity of busi-
ness and individual sponsors. 
Many teachers will use the news-
papers in their lesson plan.

Today’s edition features 
artwork, stories and poetry 
made by Hawaii Island students 
as part of PACT’s Keiki Day 
Creativity Contest. Winners were 
selected by a panel of judges, 
and are featured in this sec-
tion beginning on Page C4.

This year’s theme is “Together.”

Letter from the CEO
Page C2

Keiki getting a Head Start
Page C3

Contest winners
Starting Page C4



KONA: 329-8517
74-5504 Kaiwi St.

HILO: 935-2920 
811 Kanoelehua Ave.

Checks the to-do list and the wish list.
2018 SIENNA

We’ll Take Care of You.
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Celebrating 50 Years … Together

“Together” is a powerful word. 
By working together, we 
become more efficient. By 

banding together, we become stronger. 
By sharing together, we show compas-
sion and generosity toward one another.

There’s so much we can accomplish 
if we come together as a neighbor-
hood, as a community, as a state.

This year, Parents And Children 
Together celebrates 50 years of serving 
the people of Hawaii. Our work would 
not be possible without the ardent 
support of the service community, 
government agencies, the Legislature, 
the private sector and community 
members like you. Together, we help 
15,000 parents, children, individu-
als and families access much-needed 
social services and support every year.

This Keiki Day is a celebra-
tion of our 50-year journey and the 
work we’ve accomplished togeth-
er. We’re proud to present original 
artwork and stories from keiki all 
over the state, each sharing what the 
word “together” means to them.

We’re also celebrating healthy rela-
tionships that bring people together 
— the bond between a child and his or 
her parent, grandparent, aunty or uncle, 
brother or sister, coach, godparent or 
teacher that provides guidance, safe-
ty and support. For 50 years, Parents 
And Children Together has worked 
to strengthen these important bonds 
with our educational, social service 
and community building programs.

Most of all, we’d like to thank you 
for standing with Parents And Children 
Together all these years, supporting 
our mission and sharing our vision of 
a peaceful, safe and vibrant Hawaii 
where everyone has the opportunity to 
fulfill their dreams. With your support, 
we hope to continue serving Hawaii 
for the next 50 years and beyond.

Mahalo,
Ryan Kusumoto

CEO, Parents And Children Together

PACT Board 
of Directors

Dana-Ann Takushi
Chair

Mihoko Ito
Vice-Chair

Mike Moses
Secretary

Wade Kodama
Treasurer

Dave Shibata
Past Chair

Lui Faleafi ne Jr.
Cappy Fasi
Patricia Kim
Anne Lopez
Pomai Moniz
Joan Okubo
Nicole Rino
Kelly Ueoka

Shaun Ushijima
Teresa Vast

John Whalen



Celebrating the 
     Keiki of Hawai‘i Island!

Devoted to the Community Since 1916 

Your locally owned and operated grocery store, 
supporting Hawai‘i’s keiki for over 100 years!

KTA Puainako, Hilo
808-959-9111

KTA Waimea
808-885-8866

KTA Downtown, Hilo
808-935-3751

KTA Waikoloa Village
808-883-1088

KTA Kailua-Kona
808-329-1677

KTA Keauhou, Kona
808-322-2311

KTA Express Kealakekua
808-323-1916
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Head Start enables keiki to hit kindergarten running

PAHOA — When 5-year-
old Veronica Silva arrives 
to her Head Start classroom 
each morning, she partakes 
in a six-hour day filled 
with fun and learning.

In one area of the class-
room there’s a “block cen-
ter” where Veronica and 
her classmates learn math-
ematical concepts such as 
size, weight and numbers.

In another corner there’s a 
“dramatic play center” where 
they might role-play being a 
doctor or firefighter, or pretend 
to make a burger or pizza.

Other activities on the 
schedule might include 
music, outdoor play and 
practicing good hygiene hab-
its such as toothbrushing.

“(Veronica’s) favorite 
part (of Head Start) is story 
time,” mom Karen Silva said 
recently during an interview 
at Head Start’s Hawaiian 
Beaches site where Veronica 
attends. “She’s always tell-
ing me about the books she’s 
reading here and she wants 
me to get them at home.”

Veronica is one of near-
ly 400 Hawaii Island keiki 
enrolled in Head Start and 
Early Head Start, two early 
child education programs 
offered locally by the non-
profit organization Parents 
And Children Together.

Head Start serves chil-
dren ages 3-5. Early Head 
Start is for infants and 
toddlers through age 3, as 
well as prenatal parents.

There are 18 sites 
islandwide, mainly in East 
Hawaii. Both programs pri-
marily serve children from 
low-income families and 
those with special needs.

“The whole goal is really 
to prepare children for future 
learning,” said Keala Rowland, 
Big Island assistant program 
director for the programs. “We 
find that a lot of the children 

that do come, after they go into 
kindergarten, they are more 
ready to follow routines, they 
know basic rules and expecta-
tions and it’s really beneficial.”

“We make sure that when 
they enter kindergarten they 
are in step with their peers.”

All Early Head Start ser-
vices offered on Hawaii Island 
are home-based, but that is 
hoped to change later this 
year: The Hawaiian Beaches 
site is working to open the 
first center-based Early Head 
Start program on Hawaii 
Island by this fall, according 
to Area Manager Malin Moy.

“It’s exciting, we’re almost 
there,” Moy said of the Early 
Head Start expansion. “It’s 
going to be really nice. We 
have a lot of parents here who 
have children 3 and under. So 
there are several who will have 
children (in two classrooms).”

“School is fun that’s what 
we want to do,” Moy con-
tinued. “It’s hands-on, they 
are still allowed to be kids, 
but there is a lot of learn-
ing going on in that day.”

Silva said Veronica has 
gained confidence through 
attending Head Start and 
also has gained experience 

socializing and interact-
ing with other children.

Silva said she especially 
has enjoyed working with 
Head Start “family advocates” 
who work one-on-one directly 
with parents. Silva said her 
family advocate has shown 
her new methods of handling 
common child meltdowns and 
also provided her with addi-
tional support: Many of her 
relatives live in South Africa, 
where she is from originally.

“When you’re at home with 
your child and you get flus-
tered and you don’t know how 
to deal with certain situations, 

it really helps to have a par-
ent advocate who might say 
‘Why don’t you try this or 
that?’” Silva said. “Especially 
in an area where you don’t 
have your entire family 
here, your school becomes 
like your second family.”

“It’s just a great start for 
the children,” Silva continued. 
“It provides a great foundation 
for the kids before they go to 
a big school. It’s a great head 
start for them and it encour-
ages them to do well in the 
next phase of their life.”

Email Kirsten Johnson at kjohn-
son@hawaiitribune-herald.com.

HOLLYN JOHNSON/Tribune-Herald 

Veronica Silva, 5, sits with her mom, Karen Silva, and Head Start Hawaiian Beaches Area Manager Malin Moy.

By KIRSTEN JOHNSON
Hawaii Tribune-Herald
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Raylynn Lopez

Grade: 6 | School: Kealakehe Intermediate | Teacher: Star Anastasio
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DELUZCHEVROLET.COM

No Credit, Bad Credit, Good Credit.  We help everyone to put DREAMS IN DRIVEWAYS!

175 Wiwoole St. 
961-3015DE LUZ

WE’LL TAKE CARE OF YOU

1) Based on total aggregate recognized industry awards and retail share gains, 2014-2017. 2) The Chevrolet Equinox, Chevrolet Traverse, Chevrolet Silverado and Chevrolet Malibu received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles in their 
respective segments in the J.D. Power 2018 U.S. Vehicle Dependability Study, based on 36,896 total responses, measuring problems experienced during the past 12 months by original owners, surveyed October-December 2017. Your experiences 
may vary. Visit jdpower.com/cars.*$1,000 Bonus Certifi cate good towards the purchase of any new Chevrolet vehicle in stock only and is not retroactive, limit one per customer per vehicle. See dealer for details, offer ends May 31, 2018.

THE MOST AWARDED AND FASTEST GROWING BRAND,
THE LAST FOUR YEARS OVERALL.1

BONUS CERTIFICATE
VALID FROM

May 10 - May 31, 20
18

          DOLLARS                   CENTS

   $1,000       00 One Thousand and no/100In The
Amount Of

Good towards the purchase of any new Chevrolet in stock, see dealer for details, offer ends 5/31/18.*

VALID ONLY AT
DELUZ CHEVROLET

175 WIWOOLE ST.  You, Our Valued CustomerTO THE
ORDER OF:

Chevy. The only brand 
to earn J.D. Power 
Dependability awards 
for cars, trucks, and 
SUV’s. Now, three 
years in a row.2

2018 SILVERADO 35002018 SILVERADO 35002018 SILVERADO 3500

2018 TAHOE2018 EQUINOX2018 TRAVERSE

2018 CRUZE2018 SONIC2018 SPARK

2018 TRAX2018 VOLT2018 BOLT

2018 CAMARO2018 IMPALA2018 MALIBU

2018 COLORADO2018 EXPRESS VAN2018 SUBURBAN



Paid for by Friends of Lorraine Inouye  |  Niel O’Brien, Treasurer  |  215 Pauka‘a Dr, Hilo 96720

Celebrating Hawai‘i’s Keiki

Childhood is about 
innocence and joy. It is 
about exploration and 

freedom. Please join me 
in celebrating Hawai‘i’s 

keiki and those who 
make a difference in 

their lives.
Great-granddaughter Kulia, mom Shanelle, dad (and grandson) Aimoku,

great-grandson Noah, and proud great-grandmother Lorraine.
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Elina Bockrath

Grade: 4 | School: St. Joseph School | Teacher: Mrs. Bockrath

Let us work together with love
When we work together with love I am never gloomy.

Like when I have a frown we work together to turn it upside down. 

When we work together with love to make a brownie 
treat everything in the world turns happy and sweet.

If we all work together with a happy heart treating each other 
so sweet the world would be dancing to a happy beat.
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www.RobertsHawaii.com  

An Employee Owned Company  

LOKAHITEAMWORK  |  KINA`OLEFLAWLESS  |  HA`AHEOPRIDE

Moving Keiki & Ohana for GenerationsMoving Keiki & Ohana for Generations
As one of Hawaii’s largest employee-owned businesses, Roberts Hawaii is humbled and proud  
to have ‘moved’ people in our community for over 75 years, and we look forward to continuing  

to serve our islands for generations to come. Warmest mahalo and best wishes to PACT for  
your tremendous dedication to youth across the state.

Visit us online at
hicommfcu.com

or call 930-7700!

Branches in Kealakekua, Kailua Kona, Kaloko, Kohala, Honokaa and coming soon to Hilo!

Helping our keiki 
1936!save  

    since
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#hicommfcu Federally insured by NCUA.



PERSONAL SERVICES
Balancing Monkey Yoga Center

Diet Center
Jin Ju Salon

Kokua Spa & Wellness Boutique
LV Nails

Stylist DNA LLC
Tram’s Day Spa

GROCERIES & TREATS
Hawaiian Brain Freeze

Island Naturals Market & Deli
Lanky’s Pastries

RESTAURANTS
Happy Valley Seafood
Kamana Indian Kitchen

Restaurant Miwa
Sunlight Café

FINANCIAL
Edward Jones

Hawaii First Community Resource Center
Hawaii First Federal Credit Union

Liberty Tax

SERVICES
Bayada Home Health Care

Hilo AC & Refrigeration
Hilo Family Dental - Bay Clinic

Keiki Dental Clinic
Longs Pharmacy

Native Nations Education Foundation
Optical Dispensers

RETAIL
Diva’s Boutique

Yi Qin’s Gifts

CORNER OF KILAUEA AVE. & KEKUANAOA ST.

Celebrating
Hawaii’s Keiki
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Gideon Clark
“Together” We 

Ruined the World
Together we are evil,
Together we are cruel.
We fight one another,
Fight like frivolous fools.

We all are different,
Yet all just the same.
We just can’t seem to find,
The right person to blame.

For all our troubling problems,
All our flaws and views.
All our pain and stupidity,
That we all go through.

We cannot find the truth,
We all seem to hide.
Deep within ourselves,
In the darkness of inside.

Unable to see ourselves,
As the monsters we truly are.
We rage wars upon each other,
Leaving nothing but a scar.

Of suffering and hatred,
Of poverty and pain.
Then looking back we see,
To nothing did we gain.

As we turn upon the world,
And strip it of its youth.
For we are nothing more,
Than a black and rotten tooth.

A scourge upon the world,
Needing to be destroyed.
To go back whence we came,
To the darkness of the void.

That place we all belong,
Filled with endless fire.
A place we all earned,
With our lust and desire.

It is there we all deserve,
Because this is our reality.
For we are all together,
The evil called humanity.

“Together” 
We are Human

Humanity is strong when kind,

But we are also evil when weak.
We have the freedom to choose,
That is what makes us unique.

We are indeed two parts cruel,
But we are also two parts gentle.
We are filled with love,
Just as much as we are 
filled with hate.

It is what side we choose 
to embrace,
That will decide our fate.
As a species, as a caretaker, 
of these lands,
We must never forsake it,
as it is in our hands.

The past is filled with wrongs,
But let it be so.
It is what we decide now,
if we shall live and grow.

Our future is in the care of all,
For we together shall 
choose to fly or fall.
Let us choose the right path to take,
Towards the future we wish to make.

Forever Together in my Heart
I remember waking up every morning and running to you.
I’d wake up extra early just so that I 
wouldn’t miss our morning rides.
It was our thing,
Along with many other things.
You were my best friend.
We did almost everything
Together.

The day school started,
I’d already be looking forward to the next summer
A month before break
I would already start packing my clothes
I got so excited
Little did I know
Summer of 2012 would be our last break
Together

During that break
We didn’t do much
You were already sick

But I still sat by your side
Everyday
We’d watch
Old home videos
Christmas movies
Facetime far away relatives
And our favorite,
Eat Pumpkin Pie
Well, just the filling

I don’t care that we didn’t do our morning rides anymore
Because I just liked the feeling of being by your side
You were my best friend
That early dawn of March 23, 2013 was the worst day of my life
My dad got a call and all I could hear is “Don’t 
worry honey, we’ll be there soon”
I knew immediately that you had left
My heart was broken
Just imagining how we’d never be able to do anything
Together
But now, I realize that you’re forever in my heart
And we will walk this path of life forever
Together

Camille Alik

Grade: 10 | School: Waiakea High | Teacher: Sarah Polloi

Grade: 11 | School: Kealakehe High | Teacher: James Butler



McDonald’s® of East Hawaii
Downtown Hilo

255 Kinoole St. 
Keaau

16-565 Old Volcano Rd.           
Puainako

2100 Kanoelehua Ave.                         
Wal-Mart

325 E. Makaala St.

©2018 McDonald’s

We Proudly Support Our

Island Keiki
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Shantalia 
Sanchez

Grade: 8 | School: Keaau Middle | Teacher: Joanna Silva
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FAMILIES MAKE A HOUSE A HOME! 
We make homeownership dreams come true 

for East Hawai’i Families!
DENISE NAKANISHI | REALTOR®

RB-17031, ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS, ePRO
majormom@ilhawaii.net

808.936.5100

MEALOHA KRAUS | REALTOR®
RS-62764, CRS  

mealoha@hawaiilife.com
808.938.8272

 
KEALOHANUI BROWNING | REALTOR®

RS-79982, MBA, CIPS
nui@hawaiilife.com

808.854.1570

 The Major Difference in East Hawai’i Real Estate

WWW.TEAMNAKANISHI.COM

“Trust Your Generation of Power to a Family 
that’s been around  for Generations!”

510 Kalanikoa St. • Hilo (808) 935-0933

Hirayama Brothers Electric Supports
Hawaii’s Children, THE FUTURE OF OUR STATE.

Electrical Contracting 
built to your needs

Residential • Commercial • Industrial



RB-21856           234 Waianuenue Ave. Suite 219          Hilo Office (808) 934-7050           www.iokuasales.com

Iokua Real Estate  
is committed to  

serving the children  
of the Big Island.  

A percentage of our  
sales revenue will be 
donated to help fund 
children’s programs in  

our community and  
we are very proud  

sponsors of  
The Keiki Day Project!

is excited to announce it’s
HILO TEAM!

We are delighted to be a part of the community 
and appreciate all of your support.
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Carlos 
Nakamoto

Grade: Kindergarten | School: Konawaena Elementary | Teacher: Cheryl Tam



Want The Best For Your Keiki? 

Studies show that keiki test higher in school
and play better in sports when their family prepares and eats 
meals together, ideally using fresh unprocessed ingredients.

We’ve got lots of Healthy, Local, Fresh Food Choices
at Kea’au Shopping Center!

Foodland Kea’au
Pizza Hut

Lemongrass Restaurant
Subway

Kea’au Natural Foods
L&L Drive-Inn

The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
Canton Garden Cafe

And More…
Ace Hardware

Supercuts 
Suds N Duds 
Longs Drugs 

Sadorra Floral Designs

www.KeaauShoppingCenter.com
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Ken’s House of Pancakes 

is Honored to Support Our

Precious Keiki & Ohana 
for a 

Healthy & Happy Hawaii!

Serving “Aloha” 24 Hours a Day for   47 Years!

Best Breakfast

Healthy & Happy Hawaii!

1730 Kamehameha Avenue  935-8711 Ono Grinds…Anytimes! • Jammin’ Since 1971

21
years in
a row!

WE SUPPORT 
HAWAII’S KEIKI
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WE SUPPORT 
HAWAII’S KEIKI
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      We accept Quest & most major insurances

Dr. Stacie Sueda
Graduate of University of Michigan 

Pediatric Dental Residency,
Graduate of University of Missouri 

Kansas City School of Dentistry

American Academy
of Pediatric Dentists

recommends your child has 
their fi rst visit by 1 year.

Your Child should be seen every
S  Months for a Cleaning.

Prevention �  Key to Healthy Teeth.

Dr. Andrew Choy
Board Eligible Pediatric Specialist

935-1092

Hilo Shopping Center
66 Kekuanaoa St. #360, Hilo

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Stacie Sueda

Dr. Andrew Choy
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2 KAMEHAMEHA AVE, HILO 1 | SALES 808-935-0399

WWW.DAYLUM.COM

DAY-LUM, INC.
IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF

Our Amazing Keiki




